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Dear Friend of Saint Kateri,  

 

Our lives have certainly changed in these past 6 months. With the spread of the COVID-19 virus, an "abnormal event" in our world's history 

has caused a change in all of our lives. That change is now known as "the new normal." I cannot help but see a relationship between my life 

now and the readings from the Acts of the Apostles, which has been the first reading at the daily Liturgies since Easter. The "new normal" 

that the Apostles experienced was a life that was different from the cultural normal of the time. 

 

There is a unique fullness that the Apostles realized with the absence of Jesus as their teacher, who they believed to be the awaited Messiah 

from God. With all that Jesus taught about life, the main goal for us as God's children is to trust that God is leading us to His will. God as 

Father is merciful, patient, and kind. The Book of the Acts of the Apostles shows in various ways the conflict that "the new normal" posed for 

the culture and society. The gift of the Holy Spirit, which became God's continued presence, called all the early Christians, both Jew and 

Gentile, to a life of healing, prayer, trust in God's plan, and a witness to that dignity restored by the resurrection. We need to see that "the new 

normal" for us is not a virus, but that the virus reminds us what God has done for us. 

 

This pandemic has caused us to live our lives by numbers. We watch the news and are told what number of people have died, are presently 

sick, have recovered. Numbers become the main source of information, which cause us to make a judgement. I cannot help but see beyond 

the numbers. I pray each day at Mass for the names, not the numbers. Numbers are too impersonal. God has called us each by name.  

 

Last month, I asked all to submit your prayer intentions, your fears, your desires to the Friary Chapel prayer container. I am so pleased by the 

response. As you can see from the photo in the spring newsletter, the container is almost full. What is most unique, because we Christians see 

ourselves as unique, is that almost ALL the slips of paper are filled with NAMES of family, healthcare workers, first responders -- all being 

recognized as "heroes."  

 

I can see that same theme of "heroes" in the readings from the Acts of the Apostles. Each chapter is filled with historical accounts of healing, 

rejection, prayer, change-of-life experiences, beatings, sickness, and salvation playing out in our human history. We are living the Acts of the 

Apostles TODAY. As Christians, no matter what happens, we ask God for help. We recognize that we are unique because our dignity as 

human beings has been restored by the resurrection. WE are more than a number. 

 

Please continue to send in your prayer requests to St. Kateri. She, who lived a life of family loss, physical sickness, rejection by her extended 

family and community members, became that "hero" who healed, responded with dignity to conflicts, and turned all over to the will of God. 

Please know that all of these prayer requests are being treasured by St. Kateri. THEY ARE NOT JUST NUMBERS. Your prayer requests 

ARE NAMES. 

 

Let us continue to pray for each other during this time of discipleship that we are living in. In the month of June, we remember our fathers. 

Let St. Kateri offer your father's name to God, the Father of us all. 

 

 

With Prayers to All by NAME, 

Fr. Tim Lyons, OFM Conv., Chaplain and Director 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Friars, please include the following intentions in your daily prayers: 

1. __________________________________ 6. __________________________________ 

2. __________________________________ 7. __________________________________ 

3. __________________________________ 8. __________________________________  

4. __________________________________ 9. __________________________________ 

5. __________________________________ 10. __________________________________ 

 

Please return prayer intentions and donations to: 

Saint Kateri Shrine, PO Box 627, Fonda, NY 12068-0627  518-853-3646 
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