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Dear Friend of Saint Kateri,  

 

April has arrived. If I had to describe the month of April, I would call this month "The Doorway Month." 

 

We move from the darkness and cold of winter to a warmer, lighter environment, waiting for nature to awaken. What is unique is that when 

this doorway is entered, we take stock of how we have grown this past winter. How poignant that in the doorway posts in many of your 

homes, you have records of your children's growth and the dates when measured. As adults, we seem to not be that excited about our growth 

in height. We seem to be more interested in the growth at our waists.  

 

This spring as I set up the three crosses on the rise off Highway 5, I am thinking of measuring myself at the middle cross, which is always 

slightly higher than the other two, representing the cross that Our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified on. How have I grown? What changes have 

I made to keep myself spiritually healthy? What habits do I want to thank God that I have grown away from? What do I plan to do to keep 

my back on the wood of this cross? Do I plan on offering up an illness, a physical or mental handicap, an addiction? 

 

Since I began this reflection for the month of April, the coronavirus has become very prevalent here in the United States, especially in New 

York State. Be safe, isolate yourself from others. Churches, schools, and businesses are closed. I am presently sitting in our parking lot at the 

Shrine waiting to hear confessions in a drive-up/car-to-car venue. 

 

Easter is approaching and my thoughts return to the cross. All of us are now standing at the foot of the cross, as did Our Blessed Mother, 

concerned about our future lives. What is the next step to take? Be like Mary, Our Mother of Faith. As she stood at the foot of the cross 

watching her son die a horrible death, she was unsure of her future but she did not fear that future. She trusted in God. Remember the angel 

Gabriel during the Visitation and what he said: "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God." 

 

These words, "Do not be afraid," are mentioned numerous times in the gospel. Today, April 2020, we live this command by our actions and 

words. Do not be afraid to talk to God. Do not think that you are too sinful or unworthy of God's mercy and forgiveness. We only need to 

look to the Cross to see what God will do for us. 

 

St. Kateri recognized the value, the strength, the positive doorway that was opened by this cruel, negative form of punishment. She vowed 

and dedicated her soul to the Body of Christ in the Eucharist. She vowed and dedicated her body to Christ the Lord hanging on the cross. She 

truly became "The Spouse of Jesus Christ," as she promised to be. She truly has found favor with God. 

 

During this unsure time, seek God. Pray to Him. Offer up your fear and anxiety to Him. Jesus knows all the emotions that we feel. He knows 

disappointment. He knows the helplessness of lies spread about Him. He knows our weakness and our strength. See this time as a doorway 

leading you back to God. See the wood of the cross as the doorway leading you to the self-respect that God intends you to have. Recognize 

Our Blessed Mother as standing beside you.  

 

Do not be afraid, you have found favor with God. 

 

-Fr. Tim Lyons, OFM Conv., Chaplain 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Friars, please include the following intentions in your daily prayers: 

1. __________________________________ 6. __________________________________ 

2. __________________________________ 7. __________________________________ 

3. __________________________________ 8. __________________________________  

4. __________________________________ 9. __________________________________ 

5. __________________________________ 10. __________________________________ 

 

Please return prayer intentions and donations to: 

Saint Kateri Shrine, PO Box 627, Fonda, NY 12068-0627  518-853-3646 
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