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Dear Friend of Saint Kateri,  

 

Holidays are a part of our lives. Holidays, birthdays, and anniversaries help us to measure time and progress. The unique gift of one day each 

year reminds us of a foundation from which we have built our lives or have built relationships with others. The one day we mark on our 

calendars as special is actually made up of 364 other days. 

 

The 4th of July has always been a day of celebration of our independence from Great Britain. Our Founding Fathers recognized that there 

was a better way to live in this new nation by recognizing the unique dignity of their fellow citizens. "We hold these truths to be self-evident, 

that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and 

the pursuit of Happiness." 

 

The feast day of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha is celebrated on July 14th, a beautiful day for all of us who know and are daily learning about the 

life of this Mohawk woman, for by her life's words and actions she is remembered each day here at the Shrine. She is aware of our personal 

intentions that you have submitted for healing, peace, a cure for the virus, and all of the other prayer requests and desires that you bring to her 

attention. For she rightly sees your faith in her as God sees: a unique child of God, with a name that He knows so intimately well.  

 

As the patron saint of ecology and the environment, of people in exile, and of Native Americans, she brings to our attention a life which saw 

others and God as a blend of her mind and heart. United in heart and mind, Saint Kateri saw God in the negative attitude of her fellow 

Mohawks toward her religion. She understood the worth of all human beings, the need for prayer in our personal lives, the need to be patient 

during times of sickness and disagreement with others -- to bravely trust that God will console and lead us to His will. 

 

Saint Kateri, it seems, lived the desires of our Founding Fathers 100 years before any discussions regarding "self-evident truths," 

"endowment by our Creator," and the gifts of “Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness" were thought to be possible. Saint Kateri certainly 

leads us to a pre-American Revolution relationship with our Creator and with one another. She is a model of healing, bearing the scars of 

smallpox, and of patience when criticized by her family and fellow Mohawks in her desire to seek a new understanding of self with a new 

understanding of "The Creator Spirit.” 

 

What has recently been brought to my attention is the following fact in the later life of Saint Kateri: After she had left Caughnawaga, her 

home here in New York State, and moved to south of Montreal, she had a grace-filled moment. Saint Kateri approached her spiritual director 

with the request that she and a small number of Native American women begin a religious order. They would dedicate themselves in virginity 

as brides of Jesus Christ to a life of prayer and teaching their fellow Native Americans about Jesus Christ. She was turned down by this same 

spiritual director. With her heart and mind joined to God's will, she accepted this decision and continued in her faith. 

 

Let us continue to pray for one another and seek what God wants us to do and to be, no matter what situations or disagreements we find 

ourselves in. 

 

-Fr. Tim Lyons, OFM Conv., Chaplain and Director 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Friars, please include the following intentions in your daily prayers: 

1. __________________________________ 6. __________________________________ 

2. __________________________________ 7. __________________________________ 

3. __________________________________ 8. __________________________________  

4. __________________________________ 9. __________________________________ 

5. __________________________________ 10. __________________________________ 

 

Please return prayer intentions and donations to: 

Saint Kateri Shrine, PO Box 627, Fonda, NY 12068-0627  518-853-3646 
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